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Slang is language with its sleeves rolled up, colorful, pointed, brash, bristling with humor and
sometimes with hostility. Now, in Oxford Dictionary of Modern Slang, John Ayto and John
Simpson have gathered together a vibrant collection of over 6,000 slang terms, drawn from the
vast Oxford English Dictionary database. The volume is organized thematically, under such
general headings as the body and its functions; people and society; animals; sustenance and
intoxication; money, commerce, and employment; and time and tide. Within each section the
words are listed chronologically, starting with the earliest words and progressing right through to
the present, thus illuminating the development of slang and colloquial language over the years.
Each entry contains the headword, part of speech, and definition, and most also have illustrative
examples of the term in context. Many entries contain labels indicating the social group or
discipline from which a word derives--such as theatrical,military, or nautical--as well as the place
where it originated. In addition, when the term has had more than one meaning, the various
senses are listed chronologically.

Review from previous edition: "Just about everything you always wanted to know about 'poodle-
faker', 'pooper-scooper', 'whatsisface' and other gems" ―John Gross, Sunday Telegraph"A fount
of digressive amusement" ―Times Literary Supplement"Hours of happy browsing for language
lovers" ―ObserverAbout the AuthorJohn Ayto is an experienced lexicographer and author of
many language titles.John Simpson is Chief Editor of the Oxford English Dictionary.
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This is a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited. Pages 19 - 372 are not
included in this sample.           

The Word Detective: Searching for the Meaning of It All at the Oxford English Dictionary The
Chambers Crossword Dictionary, 4th Edition
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Francisco J. Reyes Silva, “Excellent book. Excellent book”

Fabiana Miranda, “It's an awesome dictionary, really helpful for translation students or
translators .... It's an awesome dictionary, really helpful for translation students or translators that
works with english language, its a must have! :)”

whiteroses, “Well researched alternative dictionary!. I loved the information and origins of the
slang words in frequent use and found the examples given for each one clever and often
hilarious.”

EBUK, “Very useful. Bought as a pressie for a Polish co-worker trying to learn English but was
being taught "BBC" style and didn't have a good understanding of every day street language.
Great dictionary and some highly amusing definitions for those who have English as their first
language - almost tempted to buy one for myself!”

D. Atamyanov, “Great dictionary but nothing more. The title says it all - it's a dictionary. No more,
no less. Don't expect any winding tales of word and phrase origins, because you won't find any.
Why? Because this is a dictionary, not an etymology book. What do you want, a genie to pop up
only to tell you to bugger off (buy it, and look that one up)? You get your money's worth, and
that's more than I can say for most books these days.”

SJ, “Arrived in great condition and quickly. Bought for a friend who's first language isn't English
and never gets any of the jokes in the office. She loves this book and refers to it often. Arrived in
great condition and quickly.”

Artemisia, “Most useful. Exellent tool for writers, readers,teachers, expats, students ...
Recommended.”

The book by John Ayto has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 83 people have provided feedback.
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